
that State, when a " Dr." Helen Ashley Keene was

fined one hundred dollars and costs for practising
without a license. She has appealed to the District
Court under bonds.
The New England Cremation Society.—A

meeting of the New England Cremation Society,
which was made open to the public, was held in
Boston on April 17th. The report of the Society
shows a membership of nearly two hundred, among
whom are sixteen physicians and five clergymen.
Typhoid Fever at Windsor, Vt.

—

A most seri-
ous epidemic of typhoid fever exists at Windsor, Vt.,
there being at present 130 cases. There have been
eight deaths already. The serious nature of the situa-
tion can be appreciated when it is realized that the
ratio of sick to the total population is about one to five
or six. The investigation of the outbreak has given a
most convincing, and it is to be hoped useful, lesson
upon the danger of contaminated water-supply. In
January last, a case of typhoid of doubtful origin oc-
curred in a farm-house about 200 feet from the spring
and brook which supply the town reservoir. The
house stood about 30 feet above the level of the brook,
and there was a natural surface drain from the house
and out-buildings to the valley below. There is no
evidence of any especial precautions having been taken
during the illness of the patient to prevent the dis-
charges being mingled with the usual drainage. Dur-
ing the spring thaws all these infected excreta found
their way into the brook and the town reservoir. In
March, several cases broke out in the village; and
within a few days the disease was general and wide-
spread. Since the undoubted pollution of the regular
water-supply has been proved, the local Board of
Health has issued a warning against the use of water
from the town reservoir, and has supplied water from
springs in other localities to families who have no wells
of their own. Several cases of typhoid fever have
occurred in neighboring towns, it is said, among those
who derive their water in part from Windsor. Busi-
ness and all social life are at a complete standstill, and
the labor devolving upon the physicians and those not
yet ill, has become most taxing. It is to be hoped
that so plain a lesson will be remembered, and that in
each of the hundred houses now visited care is taken
that all the wells and other springs in the town are

not further infected.
NEW YORK.

Vaccinating under Police Protection.
—On the night of April 18th a corps of fifty vaccinators

from the Health Department, escorted by one hundred
policemen, made a descent upon what is known as

Red Hook, a thickly populated teuement-house district
of Brooklyn, and vaccinated five thousand people.
The territory covered includes eight blocks, and two
weeks ago the health officers attempted to carry out
a similar crusade ; but, as they were then unaccom-

panied by the police, the inhabitants resisted and drove
them off the field with clubs and broomsticks.

William A. Conway, M.D. — Dr. William'A.
Conway, Coroner's Physician, died at his residence, 270
East Broadway, on April 17th, after a month's illness.
He was born in New York City in 1840. He received
his collegiate education at St. Francis Xavier College,
and in 1866 was graduated from the College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons, New York. He was connected
with the coroner's office for nine years, and had just
entered his fourth term of office as deputy coroner.
Dr. Conway had always practised in his native city,
and was especially identified with the east side of New
York, where he had grown up and where he was held
in high esteem by a large circle of friends.

philadelphia.

Philadelphia County Medical Society and
the Code.— At a meeting of the Philadelphia County
Medical Society, held April 18th, the following reso-
lutions were adopted :

Whereas, The Corle of Ethics of the American Medical
Association declares it derogatory to professional character
for a physictan to dispense or in any way promote the use
of a secret nostrum ; and the American Medical Associa-
tion, by a resolution unanimously adopted at its meeting in
1892, forbade the advertising of such nostrums in its
journal ; and
Whereas, The Journal of the Association has continued

to advertise such nostrums, and, in defence of its course in
this particular, has published an anonymous personal attack
on a member of the American Association and of this
Society ;
Resolved, That the Philadelphia County Medical Society

respectfully demands that the Trustees of the Journal shall
in their public official acts respect the spirit and letter of
its Code of Ethics, and that the columns of its Journal
shall not be used for the anonymous personal abuse of
members in good standing.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be trans-

mitted to the Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania,
and to the American Medical Association and to the
weekly medical journals.

Miscellany.
DR. WILLIAM PEPPER'S RESIGNATION AS
PROVOST OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PENN-
SYLVANIA.
Dr. William Pepper has presented his resigna-

tion of the office of Provost in the following communi-
cation to the Trustees of the University of Pennsylva-
nia :

With deep thankfulness I recognize that the University
has reached a stage of development and prosperity which
justifies me in laying down the high office you intrusted to
me more than thirteen years ago, and which I have held as
long as it was possible to combine the administrative labors
of Provost with the demands of medical teaching and prac-
tice. This time has now passed, and I beg therefore to
tender my resignation to take effect after the coming Com-
mencement.
The close of the current session will witness the comple-

tion of the formative period of the University. From a

group of disconnected schools there has been gradually or-
ganized a great academic body, complete in its unity and
instinct with varied yet harmonious activities. Mutual
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confidence and co-operation have developed a system strong
enough for effective central control, yet so flexible as to
admit affiliation with many separate organizations.
To our University is due the credit of establishing uni-

versity extension in America, yet the important and success-
ful society which controls this movement has no organic re-
lations with the University, save that the Provost is ex
officio the Honorary President. The Wistar Institute of
Anatomy and Biology, a magnificent memorial of the
founder of American Anatomy, has a separate charter and
is not owned by the University, yet is governed by a Board
the majority of whose members are appointed by yourselves.
The University Hospital, which has grown so prosperously,is a special trust administered by a Board of twenty-two
members, only four of whom are appointed by the Trustees
of the University.
The Department of Archaeology and Paleontology, under

whose energetic operations there is developing rapidly a
Museum of high rank, is governed by a Board of not less
than thirty-six members, of whom only six are appointed by
the Trustees of the University. Reference is made to
these familiar instances to illustrate the admirable results
which may develop under a system which excludes rigid
control, and rests upon mutual confidence and a common
devotion to a great cause.
It has been a chief aim of your Board to demonstrate to

the people of this great Commonwealth that the University
is truly the voluntary association of all persons and of all
agencies who wish to unite in work for the elevation of so-ciety by the pursuit and diffusion of knowledge and truth.
No less important has been the establishment of the prin-
ciple that the University, so far from being a private and
exclusive corporation, is essentially and organically a part
of the municipality. The large future of the University
was secured when, in 1872 and in 1883, City Councils
voted, without a dissenting voice, the transfer to the Uni-
versity of splendid tracts of ground in consideration of the
establishment in perpetuity of fifty free beds in the Hospi-
tal for the poor of Philadelphia, and of fifty prize scholar-
ships in the College, to be awarded to graduates of the
public schools of Philadelphia. The subsequent accessions
of territory which have brought the domain of the Univer-
sity up to fifty-two acres, in a compact body in the centre
of the city, have been the logical consequences of these
great steps ; and so faithfully have all the trusts and condi-
tions been executed, that it has come to be recognized by
the municipal authorities that it is more profitable to the
city to give freely to the University anything in its power
to bestow which is needed for the development of that in-
stitution than to dispose of it elsewhere even at a great
price. It needs only the resolute continuance of this wise
policy to secure for the University full recognition as a
branch of the City Government with a duly accredited rep-
resentative of its great constituency in her Councils.Progress has also been made toward the establishment of
the essential principle that the University is in right, and
should be in fact, the head of the educational system of the
entire Commonwealth. We may fairly claim to have done
much toward securing a recognition of the view that the
encouragement of higher education, by the municipality and
the legislature, is as proper and important in the older
communities of America as it has been decided to be in the
newer States.
While the unification of the University and the establish-

ment of broad lines of policy may seem to be the most im-
portant work of the past thirteen years, it will be found
that the resources of the University and the educational
work in each department have been successfully promoted.
In 1881 its property was fifteen acres, while at present
there are owned or controlled by the University, in a con-
tinuous tract and solely for educational purposes, not less
than fifty-two acres. The value of the lands, buildings
and endowment in 1881 may be estimated at $1,600,000 ;
it is now over $5,000,000. Prior to the date of the late
.lohn Henry Towne's great bequest, the University had
never received a single large gift or legacy. Daring the
current year ending September 1, 1884, there will be ac-

quired in lands, buildings, money and subscriptions not less
than $1,000,000. The members of the teaching force in
1881 numbered 88, and the students in all departments
981 ; at this time the former are 268, and the attendance
has reached 2,180, representing every State of the Union
and no less than thirty-eight foreign countries. The Col-
lege Department has attained a national distinction, and
its complete reorganization, which has now been accom-
plished successfully, gives sure promise of sound and rapid
progress. The Medical School has been advanced to pre-
eminence in equipment and prosperity, while plans now
maturing will place it abreast of the great schools of
Europe. The Law School has effected the prolongation
and elevation of its curriculum, and has deservedly won
national repute. Encouraging progress has been made
toward providing an admirable building on an approved
site, so that the future eminence of the school is assured.
Gratifying reports may be made of the position of the
Dental and Veterinary Departments ; and well-considered
plans for their still further development need only time for
their fulfilment. Upon this vigorous basis rests the De-
partment of Philosophy, which, although organized as late
as 1884, and still without special endowment, has already
one hundred and fifty-four students. It represents the
University in its highest and best intellectual life ; it
affords inspiration to teachers and students; it.has enabled
us to extend the richest privileges of the University to
women on equal terms with men ; it points the way to
large endowment of rich research and advanced scholar-
ship.
The necessity of dormitories to the development of the

best university life has come to be clearly recognized by
your Board, and generous friends stand ready to supply
this important need.
It is pleasant, in these days of strength and prosperity,

to reflect upon those of doubt and struggle, when ridicule
met the assertion, the truth of which is now freely con-
ceded, that nowhere can a great university be developed
so favorably as in a great city.
In closing my term of service as provost, I may be per-

mitted to allude to the motives which impel me to this step.
The labor of these thirteen years has been so severe, in
connection with my professional duties in the Medical
School, and with the extensive medical practice necessary
to provide the funds which have enabled me to initiate
nearly all of the large movements undertaken during this
time, that I have often felt that my life was specially pre-
served for the work. It has, however, been growing
evident, for several years past, that the time was approach-
ing when the immense extent of the University interests
would demand the undivided activity of the most energetic
man. It has now become necessary for me to choose be-
tween administrative work and medical science. My devo-
tion to the latter has determined the choice.
No official has ever been associated with more affection-

ate and indulgent colleagues, or has enjoyed more loyal co-
operation than has been extended to me. I am confident
that the choice of my successor will be wisely and promptly
made. I do not leave the service of the University, but
will remain, with more free hands, ready to serve her
every interest with utmost devotion.
I invoke upon your continued labors in the government

of this grand institution the richest blessings of Almighty
God, who has in the past so signally guarded it.

THE SEWAGE SYSTEM IN FITCHBURG.

The sanitary relations of one community to another
are in no wise different from those of individual per-
sons. A man is safe from filth disease if he himself,
his house, and his surroundings are clean ; but, it is
little security for him to know that his own house is
properly plumbed, if his sewage enters a sewer without
any outlet, or his next-door neighbor enters all his
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waste sewage into a sluggish-flowing brook which runs
by his premises. With cities it is the same. The
increasing intercommunication of our cities and towns
— in the way of business, especially in supplying food
or milk, the one to the other

—

makes the sanitary
arrangements which shall prevent an outbreak of
typhoid or other communicable disease in any town a
matter of no small interest to a wide circle of settle-
ments. A recent address of Dr. C. W. Spriug, the
city physician of Fitchburg, Mass., calls attention to a
state of matters which might well be seriously con-
sidered. He says :
" The system of sewage disposal in Fitchburg, if

such a process can be called a system, is to discharge
the sewage, and almost everything else that is not
needed, into the Nashua River. The river entering
the town at its south-westerly corner, is a small stream,
which is soon increased in size by the junction of two
brooks. From a point above these tributaries, at the
extreme upper end of the city, to South Fitchburg, a
distance of about 6.3 miles, the river has a fall of
about 275 feet. The valley through which the river
flows is quite narrow, and along its banks is located
the greater part of the population of the city. Within
this distance the river receives the sewage of some 20
miles of sewers from 21 separate openings, and the
refuse, in whole or in part, of 13 paper mills. 3 worsted
mills, 3 yarn mills, 1 cotton-batting mill, 5 gingham
mills, a gas works, various machine shops, and many
other establishments of various kinds

—

to say nothing
of the large amount of rubbish which is thrown directly
into its waters. Below the city the valley widens, and
the river is joined by Baker's Brook, which though itdrains an area about one-fourth as large as that drained
by the main stream, is almost free from sewage pollu-
tion."
The pollution of the river is well shown by the sum-

mary of analyses made at different points along its
course. Shortly after reaching the city the river water
begins to assume its characteristic milky appearance.
The total solid matter, both dissolved and suspended,
is 8 parts in 100,000, and the number of bacteria for
each cubic centimetre is 496. Shortly after being
joined by the first brook the water contains 16 parts
of solids and 7,600 bacteria. For a short distance
there is slight improvement, but the pollution rapidly
increases, lower in the city, to 17 parts of solids and
45,600 bacteria, to 21 parts of solids with 56,400
bacteria, until half a mile below the last paper mill
the maximum pollution is reached— the water being
thick, muddy and offensive to the smell, the solids
reaching 'A3 parts aud the number of bacteria 111,600.
The increase in pollution in the fifteen years from 1876
to 1891 was nearly 300 per cent. ; the figures show-
ing in 1876 an increase between the most northern
and southern points in the river from 2.64 to 7.46,
and in 1891 from 7.50 to 20.50.
" The Nashua River is not, however, the only stream

in the city which is made a public sewer. Punch
Brook has long been, and now is, a public nuisance.
It receives a large amount of sewage, either directly
or indirectly, and running as it does often concealed
from view, and underneath houses, its danger is all the
greater. If it was open its whole distance its waters
might become a little less foul from the natural oxida-
tion which would take place by contact with fresh air.
It is hardly necessary to say that such a nuisance should
be abated."

A BILL TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGISTRA-
TION OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS IN
THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS.
The following bill has been passed by the Massa-

chusetts Senate :

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent of
the council, shall appoint seven persons, resident in this Com-
monwealth, who shall be graduates of a legally chartered medi-
cal college or university having the power to confer degrees in
medicine, and who shall have been actively employed in the
practice of their profession for a period of ten years, who shall
constitute a board of registration in medicine. Such persons
shall be appointed and hold office for terms of one, two. three,
four, five, six and seven years, respectively, beginning with the
first day of July in the present year, and until their respective
successors are appointed, and thereafter the governor, with the
advice and consent of the council, shall appoint before the first
day of July in each year one person qualified as aforesaid to
hold office for seven years from the fiist day of July next en-
suing. No member of said board shall belong to the faculty of
any medical college or university. Vacancies in said board
shall be filled in accordance with the provisions of this act for
the establishment of the original board, and the person appointed
to fill a vacancy shall hold office during the unexpired term of
the member whose place he fills. Any member of said board
may be removed from office for cause by the governor with the
advice and consent of the executive council, and not more than
three members of said board shall at one time be members of
any one chartered State medical society.
Sect. 2. The members of said board shall meet on the second

Tuesday of July next, at such time and place as they may de-
termine, and shall immediately proceed to organize by electing
a chairman and secretary, who shall hold their respective offices
for the term of one year. The secretary shall give to the treas-
urer and receiver-general of the Commonwealth a bond in the
penal sum of five thousand dollars, with sufficient sureties to
be approved by the governor and council for the faithful dis-
charge of the duties of his office. The said board shall hold
three regular meetings in each year, one on the second Tuesday
of March, one on the second Tuesday of July and one on the
second Tuesday of Nove'mber, and such additional meetings at
such times and places as it may determine.
Sect. S. It shall be the duty of said board immediately upon

its organization to notify all persons practising medicine in this
Commonwealth of the provisions of this act by publication in
one or more newspapers in each county, and every such person
who is a graduate of a legally chartered medical college or uni-
versity having power to confer degrees in medicine, and every
person who has been a practitioner of medicine in this Common-
wealth continuously for a period of three years next prior to the
passage hereof, shall upon the payment of a fee of one dollar be
entitled to registration, and said board shall issue to him a
certificate thereof signed by the chairman and secretary.
Sect. 4. Any person not entitled to registration as aforesaid

shall, upon payment of a fee of ten dollars, be entitled to ex-
amination, and if found qualified by four or more members of
said board shall be registered as a qualified physician and shall
receive a certificate thereof as provided in section three. Any
person refused registration may be re-examined at any regular
meeting of said board within two years of the time of such
refusal, without additional fee, and thereafter he may be ex-
amined as often as he may desire upon the payment of the fee
of ten dollars for each examination. Said board, for criminal
cause shown and after hearing, may by unanimous vote revoke
any certificate issued by them and cancel the registration of the
person to whom the same was issued. All fees received by the
board under this act shall be paid by the secretary thereof into
the treasury of the Commonwealth once in each month.
Sect. 5. The compensation, incidental and travelling ex-

penses of the board shall be paid from the treasury of the Com-
monwealth. The compensation of the board shall be ten dollars
each for every day actually spent in the discharge of their
duties, and three cents per mile each way for necessary travel-
ling expenses in attending the meetings of the board, but in no
case shall any more be paid than was actually expended. Such
compensation and the incidental and travelling expenses shall
be approved by the board and sent to the auditor of the Com-
monwealth, who shall certify to the governor and council the
amounts due as in case of all other bills and accounts approved
by him under the provisions of law: provided, that the amounts
so paid shall not exceed the amount received by the treasurer
and receiver-general of the Commonwealth from the board in
fees as herein specified, and so much of said receipts as may be
necessary is hereby appropriated for the compensation and ex-
penses of the board as aforesaid.
Sect. 6. The board shall keep a record of the names of all

persons registered hereunder, and a record of all moneys re-
ceived and disbursed by said board, and said records or dupli-
cates thereof shall always be open to inspection in the office of
the secretary of the Commonwealth. Said board shall annually
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report to the governor, on or before the first day of January in
each year, the condition of medicine and surgery in this Com-
monwealth, which report shall contain a full and complete
record of all its official acts during the year, and shall also con-
tain a statement of the receipts and disbursements of the board.
Sect. 7. It shall be the duty of the board to investigate all

complaints of disregard, non-compliance or violation of the pro-
visions of this act, and to bring all such cases to the notice of
the proper prosecuting officers.
Sect. 8. On and after the first day of January, iu the year

eighteen hundred and ninety five, the board shall examine all
applicants for registration as licensed physicians or surgeons in
this Commonwealth. Applicants must give satisfactory proof
of being twenty-one years of age and of good moral character;
and every applicant who is a graduate of and has received adegree of M.D. from a legally chartered medical college or uni-
versity having power to confer degrees in medicine in this
Commonwealth, shall be entitled prima facie to'be registered
under this act upon payment of the fees herein provided.Sect. 9. Examinations shall be, in whole or in part, in writ-ing, and shall be of an elementary and practical character.
They shall embrace the general subjects of surgery, physiology,
pathology, obstetrics and practice of medicine, and shall be
sufficiently strict to test the qualifications of the candidate as a
practitioner of medicine.
Sect. 10. Whoever not being registered as aforesaid, shall

advertise or hold himself out to the public as a physician or
surgeon in this Commonwealth, by appending to his name the
letters " M.D.," or using the title of doctor, meaning thereby a
doctor of medicine, shall be punished by a fine of not less than
one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars for each
offence, or by imprisonment in jail for three months, or both.
Sect. 11. This act shall not apply to commissioned officers

of the United States Army, Navy or Marine-Hospital Service,
or to a physician or surgeon who is called from another State to
treat a particular case, and who does not otherwise practise in
this State, or to prohibit gratuitous services ; nor to clairvoy-
ants, or to persons practising hypnotism, magnetic healing,
mind cure, massage methods, Christian science, cosmopathic or
any other method of healing: provided, such persons do not
violate any of the provisions of Section ten of this act.
Sect. 12. For the purposes of the appointment of said board,

and of registration of persons by it hereunder, this act shall take
effect upon its passage, and shall take full effect on the first day
of January in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five.

PROFESSOR TYNDALL.
Professor Huxley1 draws the following clear

picture of Tyndall's character, at the time when he
first became acquainted with him :
" My elder by some five years, Tyndall's very

marked and vigorous personality must have long taken
its final set when we foregathered in 1851. But 1
found my new friend a difficult subject

—

incertœ sedis,
as the naturalists say; in other words, hard to get into
any of my pigeon-holes. Before one knew him well,
it seemed possible to give an exhaustive definition of
him in a string of epigrammatic antitheses, such as

those in which the older historians delight to sum up
the character of a king or leading statesman. Impul-
sive vehemence was associated with a singular power
of self-control and a deep-seated reserve, not easily
penetrated. Free-handed generosity lay side by side
with much tenacity of insistence on any right, small or
great ; intense self-respect and a somewhat stern inde-
pendence, with a sympathetic geniality of manner,
especially toward children, with whom Tyndall was
always a great favorite. Flights of imaginative rheto-
ric, which amused (and sometimes amazed) more phleg-
matic people, proceeded from a singularly clear and
hard-headed reasoner, overscrupulous, if that may be,
about keeping within the strictest limits of logical
demonstration ; and sincere to the core. A bright
and even playful companion, Tyndall had little of that
quick appreciation of the humorous side of things iu
general, and of one's self in particular, which is as oil
to the waves of life, and is a chief component of the

» Popular Science Monthly, March, 1894.

worthier kind of tact ; indeed, the best reward of the
utterer of a small witticism, or play upon words, iu his
presence, was the blank, if benevolent, perplexity with
which he received it. And I suppose that the charac-
ter-sketch would be incomplete, without au explanation
of its peculiarities by a reference to the mixture of two
sets of hereditary tendencies, the one eminently Hiber-
nian, the other derived from the stock of the English
Bible translator and Reformer."

MEASLES AND THEOLOGY.
About two years ago a curious incident was re-

ported from a Swiss village, regarding an epidemic of
measles which attacked the children only of Catholic
parents. A repetition of this doctrinal distribution of
disease is now reported by Dr. Gryglewicz, of Jutro-
schin.1
Under the date of January 11th, he writes that for

three weeks there had been a sharp epidemic of measles,
and in all that time he had found the disease only
among Catholic children. Some grades of the Catho-
lic schools were closed as over eighty per cent, of the
pupils were ill. Upon inquiry among the evangelical
schools, it was found that not a child was absent. In
his practice, he had seen no Protestant children ill.
The 2,000 inhabitants of Jutroscbin are about evenly
divided between Catholics and Protestants ; and there
are about 150 Jews in the town, among whom there
was one case of measles. No explanation of this cu-
rious occurrence has yet been fouud. If in the future
the present difficulties of bacteriological etiology and
diagnosis are to be further involved by theological and
denominational difficulties, the path of the advancing
scientific physician will be no easy road to factor fame.

THE HINDU SYSTEM OF MEDICINE AND THE
SECRET OF SUCCESS IN PRACTICE.

The eighth fascicle of the Charaka Samhita con-
tains a most iuteresting account of the basis of the
Hindu system of medicine as it includes a classifica-
tiou of all illnesses. " Diseases that occur are of four
kinds : first, accidental, as wounds inflicted by nails,
or falls, incantations, curses, assaults of evil spirits,
acts of violence, binding, cords, burns aud lightning.
All other diseases are constitutional, and have three
classes due to disorders of wind, bile and phlegm. Ac-
cidental diseases arise at first with pain, aud after-
wards cause disorders of wind, bile aud phlegm. In
constitutional diseases, wind, bile and phlegm in the
first instance become disordered and afterwards lead
to pain.
" The respective divisions of the body that constitute

the seats of the three faults are as follows: The hypo-
gastric or pubic region, the place where the faeces
collect, the regions about the loins, the thighs, the
feet, aud the bones, are the seats of wind. That por-
tion of the stomach, however, where digestion goes on,
among the seats of wind, is in particular the seat
thereof. Sweat, the thorax saliva, blood, aud that
portion of the stomach where undigested food remains,
are the seats of bile. Amongst these all, the last is
especially the seat of bile. The thorax, the head, the
throat, and all the joints, that portion of the stomach
i Deutsche Med. Zeitung, 1894, No. 29.
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which holds the undigested food, and the fat, are the
seats of phlegm. Amongst these all, the thorax is
especially the seat of phlegm. Verily, wind, bile aud
phlegm wander over every part of the body. Iu their
normal or unexcited state they produce beneficial re-
sults, such as growth, strength, good complexion and
clearness of senses. When not in their normal state,
they produce many evil consequences called disease."
There then follows a most extended nosology of the

diseases due to those three causes, from which it is
readily perceived that wind, bile and phlegm are used
as technical terms implying certain states of the phy-
sical constitution and not at all in the ordinary sense
of atmosphere, hepatic secretion or mucous exudations.
Having carefully enumerated each with its appropri-
ate treatment, the eighty diseases of wind, the forty
of bile, and the twenty most common of the innumer-
able diseases due to phlegm, the writer closes with the
following injunction to the reader :
" The diseases should first be carefully ascertained.

After this, the medicine to be applied should be care-
fully selected. Subsequent to this the physician should,
with full knowledge of consequences, commence the
treatment. That physician who, without carefully
ascertaining the disease, commences the treatment,
seldom meets with success even if he be well conver-
sant with medicines and their application. That phy-
sician who is well conversant with the features of
disease, who has a thorough acquaintance with all
medicine, and who has knowledge of the considera-
tions dependant upon time and place, achieves success
without doubt."

-•>-

Correspondence.
[Special Correspondence.]

LETTERS FROM ROME.
THE ELEVENTH INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL

CONGRESS.
Rome, April 10, 1894.

Mr. Editor.
—

A few words relative to the Eleventh
International Medical Congress just closed in Rome may be
of some slight interest to your readers. In some respects
the Congress was as much of a success as can be expected
of such large and democratic medical assemblies. About
7,000 physicians were registered from all over the world
and about 1,500 guests, a larger number than was at Berlin
at the last meeting. American physicians were more con-
spicuous by their absence than by their presence, not quite
200 being on the list, while at Berlin there were over 600.
Those who sailed from New York on March 17th, with the
expectation of landing in Genoa on the 28th, among whom
was Dr. Jacobi, the chairman of the American delegation,
were doomed to disappointment. Although the Kaiser
Wilhelm left her dock promptly at seven o'clock in the
morning, she as promptly ran on to the bar in the harbor,
and lay there seven or eight hours, thus causing us to lose
a day. Over thirty of her passengers were physicians, andthey did not reach Rome until Friday, too late for the
opening exercises, which took place on Thursday in the
presence of the King and Queen of Italy, and a large as-semblage completely filling the Costanzi Theatre. Signor
Crispí made the address of welcome on the part of the king,
Dr. Baccelli followed in a Latin discourse, and Prince
Ruspoli greeted the members " in the name of the city of
Rome." Virchow gave an admirable paper on the growthof medical science, laying especial emphasis upon "Mor-gagni and his influence upon anatomical thought."
During the Congress notable addresses were made by

Nothnagel of Austria, on " Modifications of the Organism
in consequence of Pathological Alterations"; Bouchard,
" On Fevers " ; Professor Babes, of Bucharest, " The State
in its Relation to the Results of Modern Bacteriological
Researches " ; Stovis, on " Chemistry and Materia
Medica"; Kocher, on "Projectiles and their Effect upon
the Wounded." Dr. Murphy, of Chicago, created a very
favorable impression with his paper on " Cholecystenteros-
tomy, Twenty Successful Cases " ; he also reported 145
laparotomies for appendicitis. Dr. Link, of Terre Haute,
Ind., presented a paper in which he claims to have proved
by experiments on dogs, as well as by clinical experience,
that at least three inches of the tibia and fibula with the
periosteum may be removed, as in a compound and com-
minuted fracture, and new bone be formed without shorten-
ing ! The dressing consists of old linen and thin wooden
splints, which are not removed till the patient is well. He
lays great stress upon frequent and long-continued douch-
ing with water as hot as can be borne. Dr. Turck, of
Chicago, read a paper upon the value of swabbing out the
stomach with a sponge. He demonstrated his method upon
a man said to have a dilated stomach. The apparatus
consists of a wire about three feet long with a sponge look-
ing not unlike a sponge tent, about two and a half inches
in length by three-fourths of an inch in diameter, fastened
to one end. The wire protected by rubber tubing is at-
tached to a rotary machine resembling an egg-beater, or a
hand-drill. On introducing the wire into the stomach and
turning the handle the sponge is made to revolve rapidly,and can be felt externally in a thin person. Dr. Turck
claims that he can thoroughly cleanse not only the stomach
in this manner, but that he also pushes the sponge into the
duodenum. The patient bore the manipulation very well
indeed, often turning the crank himself ! There was no

vomiting attending the demonstration. We were given to
understand that this method is in daily use in the doctor's
practice.
The scientific work of the Congress was done in sections,

there being seventeen or more of them. As over 4,000
papers were presented, it may be easily imagined that the
work of some of the sections was hurried and hence unsat-
isfactory. An idea may be formed of the work crowded
into some of the sections from the fact, that in the official
list 50 papers would be put down for one day in physiology,
25 in anatomy, 36 in pathology and pathological anatomy,
43 in obstetrics and gynaecology, 93 in surgery, and 124 in
internal medicine. The papers were not repeated fromday to day in the list. I am told that some rather startling
jumps were made in some of the lists, in one instance going
from No. 4 to No. 92. The sections began work at eight
o'clock in the morning and the general sessions, held a mile
away, at four in the afternoon.
The exhibit of surgical instruments and appliances was

not as extensive as at Berlin. One noticeable article in
the collection was an operating-table made by Stille, of
Stockholm, which was adjustable to many positions, and,
while being strong and firm, was yet simple and free from
complicated contrivances, so liable to get out of order or
to refuse to work at critical moments. The electrical ex-
hibit was quite good, a hand-light for the throat being
very noticeable.
The social part of the Congress was by no means

slighted. Perhaps the most satisfactory feature was the
garden-party given at the palace by their Majesties, the
King and Queen. At least, it was satisfactory to those
who were fortunate enough to receive invitations. The
ladies were handsome, the dresses were beautiful, the
music by two bands was fine, the weather was perfect,
their Majesties were gracious ; and upon this occasion,
which was almost the only one of which that can be said,
the crowd was not too large. The reception given at the
Capitol by the city was a great success as regards numbers,
elegant toilets, etc. The climax, however, was reached on
the last day of the Congress, when a lunch was served at
the Baths of Caracalla. Tables were set for about a
thousand, while several thousand were present. The
struggle to get something to drink

—

or eat
—

which took

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 6, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


